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Rowan’s Law Advisory Committee

 Coroner’s inquest held into Rowan’s death  49 
recommendations

 Coroner’s inquest recommendations not binding; often not 
implemented

 Private member’s bill introduced by MPP Lisa MacLeod
 Rowan’s Law Advisory Committee Act

 Became law June 9, 2016
 Committee officially formed September 9, 2016
 One-year mandate – report to be delivered by September 9, 2017
 Automatically repealed December 9, 2017



Mandate

 Review the 49 recommendations made by the inquest jury 
 Review legislation, policies and best practices from other 

jurisdictions with respect to head injuries, including concussions
 Make recommendations on how to implement the jury 

recommendations, and how to prevent, mitigate and create 
awareness about head injuries in sport in Ontario

 Make any other recommendations that are advisable with respect 
to head injury prevention or treatment

 Within one year of beginning work, provide recommendations in a 
report to the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport



Members

Education

Health

Sports

Prevention



Members

 Gordon Stringer – Rowan Stringer’s Father

 Warren Hoshizaki – Director of Education, District School Board of Niagara

 Chris Markham – Executive Director and CEO, OPHEA

 Jennifer Knox – President, OFSAA

 Paul Hunter – Manager, Nat’l Coach Development, Rugby Canada

 Susan Kitchen – Executive Director, Coaches Association of Ontario

 Louise Logan - National Project Director, 2020 World Congress on Safety 
and Health at Work



Members

 Dr. Charles Tator – Canadian Concussion Centre, Toronto Western Hospital

 Eric Lindros – NHL Hall of Fame Inductee

 Dr. Rosanna Salvaterra – Medical Officer of Health, Peterborough Public Health

 Rosie MacLennan – Olympic Gold Medalist – Trampoline, Team Canada

 Kent Bassett-Spiers – CEO, Ontario Neurotrauma Foundation

 Elisabeth White – Nurse Practitioner, Neurosurgery Outreach, SickKids

 Dr. Dan Cass, Chair – Vice President, Medical, St. Joseph’s Health Centre



Process

 Met 8 times in person
 Reviewed inquest recommendations  themes
 Jurisdictional scan of legislation / policy
 Maintained connection with F – P/T work
 Developed our recommendations



Report (September 8, 2017)

Themes:

- Legislation
- Surveillance
- Prevention
- Detection
- Management
- Awareness

21 Recommendations



Concluding Statement from Committee

 “The members of this Committee want “Rowan’s Law” 
to be more than just a law. We want it to be a way of 
thinking. We want it to be a brand. Not just in Ontario, 
but in Canada. We can play, and send our kids to play, 
knowing that we are all protected by a system that 
ensures that we all understand head injuries and 
concussions, that we have done everything possible to 
reduce the chances of them happening, and that we 
are in a position to act immediately and effectively if 
they do. That’s what we want Rowan’s Law to be.”



Rowan’s Law (Concussion Safety), 2017

 First Reading – December 14, 2017
 Second Reading – February 20, 2018
 Public Hearings – February 26, 2018
 Third Reading – March 6, 2018
 Royal Assent – March 7, 2018



With the passage of Rowan’s Law (Concussion Safety)

Ontario becomes a national leader in concussion management and 
prevention by establishing mandatory requirements for:
 Annual review of concussion awareness resources that athletes, coaches, 

educators and parents/guardians of athletes would be required to review 
before registering in a sport;

 Removal-from-sport and return-to-learn/return-to-sport protocols, to ensure 
that athletes are immediately removed from sport if they are suspected of 
having sustained a concussion; and

 A concussion code of conduct that would set out rules of behaviour to 
minimize concussions while playing sport. 

The legislation also proclaims Rowan’s Law Day on the last Wednesday in 
September to promote concussion safety, beginning this year.



For more information

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/sport/concussions.shtml

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/fr/sport/concussions.shtml

http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/sport/concussions.shtml


“To live is the rarest thing in the world. 
Most people exist, that is all.” 
– Oscar Wilde
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